Highlights of 2021 Day Field Trips
New England Botanical Society
Ponkapoag Pond, Blue Hills Reservation, Canton, MA - July 24, 2021
Fern Walk
Blue Hills Reservation
New England Botanical Society’s first field trip since the start of pandemic was led by fern specialist Don
Lubin on Saturday July 24, 2021. Don led a fern walk at Ponkapoag Pond in the Blue Hills Reservation,
where he has documented twenty-seven taxa of ferns and six fern allies. Blue Hills Reservation is the
largest protected natural area near Boston and offers surprising biodiversity. Despite unseasonably highwater levels flooding the boardwalk and other areas, the group saw roughly twenty different ferns.
Highlights included the delicate maidenhair spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes) in crevices on a large
boulder, netted chain fern (Woodwardia areolata) and Massachusetts fern (Parathelypteris simulata)
growing in an old bog associated with the pond, silvery glade-fern (Deparia acrostichoides) and Clinton’s
wood fern (Dryopteris clintoniana). We saw a number of Dryopteris taxa and were able to examine and
compare the three lacy (2.5- to 3.5-times divided) woodferns: evergreen, spinulose and mountain
(Dryopteris intermedia, D. carthusiana and D. campyloptera) in close proximity. The mountain wood fern
at this site was a new Norfolk County record when it was found there in 2011. Don provided a list and
map of the ferns at Ponkapoag, as well as a list of what we would see that day and shared his expertise
in field characters in his usual accessible fashion. We also happened on many interesting fungi brought
out by the recent rains.
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Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary, Monson, MA, - August 14, 2021
Rare Fall Blooms
Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary
Dan Jaffe Wilder was joined by six
other individuals for a guided tour
of a section of the various
habitats at the Norcross Wildlife
Sanctuary. The walk began at the
visitor center where numerous
native species have been
cultivated in an effort to show
folks ways to include native
species in built landscapes. After
heading onto the trails, the group
visited a built sandplain habitat in
an old gravel pit featuring such
species such as Pityopsis falcata,
Monarda punctata, and Asclepias
verticillata. The gravel pit itself
has been flooded and now
supports a healthy population of Sabatia kennedyana. A boardwalk led the group through a red maple
swamp and then up to a meadow dominated by Schizachyrium scoparium. Dan explained how Norcross
staff were working to add diversity to the meadow, which was built originally as a little bluestem
monoculture. Small pockets were planted densely with species that were likely to spread naturally
throughout the meadow, including Solidago puberula, Solidago speciosa, Asclepias purpurascens, and
others. The last section of the walk brought us to a mesic meadow where management practices were
centered around removal of Celastrus orbiculatus and the proliferation of Gentianopsis crinata, which
thrives in the meadow. The walk then looped back towards the visitor center with ample opportunities
for blueberry snacking.

Savage Hill Wildlife Management Area, Princeton & Rutland, MA – August 21, 2021
Wetland Wilderness Exploration
Savage Hill Wildlife Management Area
A fearless group of ten donned muck boots,
waders, and shorts, and traveled south along
the main trail from the Savage Hill Parking area,
preparing a list of observed plant species. The
convoy lead by Brett Trowbridge with Bob
Wernerehl and Matt Charpentier migrated
toward the marsh associated with the east
branch of the Ware River then turned east to
ascend Savage Hill before turning north back to
the parking area. Passionate discussions about
plants, herptiles, and ecology ensued during the
exploration. Botanical highlights included
dozens of trailside Goodyera tesselata
(checkered rattlesnake plantain) and a
smattering of Gentiana linearis (narrow-leaved gentian)
along the wetland edge. The trip ended with comradery
over potluck snacks and beverages at Matt Charpentier’s
nearby residence.

